
                                                                         

 

Concept Note 
 

INNOVATING DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES TO CREATE SAFER CITIES IN INDIA 
 

In urban India, Violence against women (VAW) has been continuous and widespread and 

policy attention has surged in recent years.  Women and girls can face various forms of 

violence in the city – from harassment in public spaces to exposure to risks of violence in 

spaces with insufficient infrastructure or security such as accessible public toilets or nearby 

police stations.  

The prevalence of urban VAW also highlights several challenges for India in terms of delivering 

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to all, especially the following:  

#5 Gender equality 

#6 Clean water and sanitation 

#11 Safe, sustainable, inclusive cities 

In particular, women in low-income urban neighbourhoods face challenges during access to 

and use of basic infrastructures such as water, toilets, transport, lighting and walkways.  Issues 

of sanitation, connectivity and mobility are not just related to infrastructure but have taken 

on a gendered importance in terms of public safety and social inclusion, particularly for 

women in marginalised communities such as those in low-income urban neighbourhoods  

In our British Academy funded project: (Dis)connected infrastructures – innovating digital 

technologies to address violence against women, we combined digital, ethnographic and 

mapping methods at the neighbourhood and city-wide scales to investigate how the 

disconnectedness between different physical, social and digital infrastructures creates 

‘blindspots’ in women’s safety. Our findings will inform urban planning, design and practice, 

as well indicate how to improve access to, and knowledge of urban infrastructure among 

specific sections of marginal communities in the city, particularly women in low-income 

neighbourhoods. 

We are organising a themed 2-day workshop as part of the Fore School of Management 

Conference (14-15 December 2018) to engage with a multidisciplinary group of scholars, 

professionals and activists working on the themes of urban infrastructures and violence 

against women (VAW). We will share our findings, exchange knowledge and practices and 

generate recommendations on how to create safer cities for women in India through inclusive 

access to all urban infrastructure.  

 

https://disconnectedinfrastructures.wordpress.com/
https://disconnectedinfrastructures.wordpress.com/
http://ficdi.fsm.ac.in/
http://ficdi.fsm.ac.in/


                                                                         

 

 

Workshop Objectives and Themes 
 

Overall, in this workshop we aim to bring together a diverse and inter-disciplinary group of 

academics and practitioners in the fields of urban infrastructure, digital technology and 

gender to cut across disciplinary and knowledge-based divides, take an innovative 

perspective on traditionally neglected intersections between violence against women, 

digital technology and urban infrastructure.  

Our specific objectives are to: 

• Share and reflect upon our project findings and insights from the field and discuss 

effective and meaningful ways in which we can inform urban planning, policy and 

practice at national and local levels 

• Build and strengthen networks and partnerships across disciplines in order to 

generate intersectional and innovative solutions to challenges of violence against 

women and access to urban infrastructure 

• Explore and understand how we can address and coordinate policies and governance 

objectives in terms of meeting ongoing infrastructural and gender-based challenges, 

highlighted by the recent flooding crisis in Kerala, and broader SDG Objectives.  

 

A final programme will be circulated in coming weeks, but our panels will be organised 

around the following themes:  

• Gendered infrastructures 

• Innovating digital technologies 

• Policy and governance infrastructures 

• Best practices – addressing violence against women and urban planning and policy 

 

This project is being funded by the British Academy under the British Academy Cities & 

Infrastructure research funding programme, part of its Global Challenges Research Fund and 

implemented by King’s College London in partnership with London School of Economics. Our 

societal and academic partners are Safetipin, Sakhi Women’s Resource Centre and Fore 

School of Management. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britac.ac.uk/global-challenges-research-fund-resilient-cities-infrastructure
https://www.britac.ac.uk/global-challenges-research-fund-resilient-cities-infrastructure
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/geography/index.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/About-LSE
http://safetipin.com/about/whatIsSafetipin
http://sakhikerala.org/
http://www.fsm.ac.in/
http://www.fsm.ac.in/

